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A little bit about me…



1 Chronicles 29:14

“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from 
you, and we have given only what comes from your hand”. 

Proverbs 11:25

“A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed”. 

2 Corinthians 9:11

“You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will 
result in thanksgiving to God”. 

1 Timothy 6:6-7

“6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out 
of it.”

2 Corinthians 8:7
“But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have 
kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.” 

John 3.16a
For God so loved the world He gave his one and only Son…

Psalm 24:1
The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it



Why bother running a 
Generosity Week in 

your church?



1. Generosity is a fundamental 
part of our Christian discipleship 

journeys…



What is Stewardship?
1. It is based in the character of God - we have 

an extravagantly generous God.

2. Everything we have is a gift from God, 
including Jesus.

3. In response to this we give our whole lives 
back to God: our time, talents and money –
the call of discipleship.



Giving is a central part 
of our discipleship

“The need to give is greater than the need to which we give” 
Stewardship.Org

“Our cheque 
books, bank and 
credit card 
statements are 
theological 
documents in that 
they reveal our 
hearts.” Billy 
Graham

“There are three 
conversions: the 
heart, the head and 
the wallet – the last 
being a test of the 
first two” Martin 
Luther 

“For where your 
treasure is, there 
your heart will also 
be” (Matthew 6:21) 
Jesus



Generosity Enables the Mission and 
Ministry of the Church

“I am absolutely delighted to tell you that our 
monthly giving has increased by nearly £1000. 
Against a £11,000 predicted overspend this is 
wonderful.

I hope other churches take up this scheme as it has 
helped us enormously. Heating bills will be very high 
this autumn and winter but this result means we 
don't have to hold back on missional activities 
which can easily take a back seat when you are 
worried about bills.” Revd Shanthi Thompson, vicar 
of Holy Trinity Kendal.



Discussion Question…

“Stewardship is about so much more than 
balancing budgets and keeping the church 
open.” 

Do you agree or disagree with this 
statement? 

What does stewardship mean to you?



Discussion question for you:

•Do any of the challenges I’ve listed resonate with 
you when you think about your own church 
contexts?

•What do you think Stewardship means to the 
people in your churches?

•Any questions so far…



The practicalities…



Explain what it is…

Generosity Week resources are designed to make stewardship 
as easy as possible for your church to engage with. Generosity 
Week is an invitation for your church to spend 8 days being 
inspired by generosity. The resources allow us to reflect on 
God's amazing generosity to us, and explore how we can grow 
generosity in our churches.



Pick a week…

- Harvest?

- Lent?

- May?

- February?



Sunday Resources

• Key resources

• Template Sunday services on the theme of ‘generosity’ and 
‘gratitude’:

o Eucharistic services

o Formal services

o Informal services
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/generosity-week/generosity-
week-resources-churches

https://www.carlislediocese.org.uk/stewardship-and-planned-giving/generosity-week/

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/generosity-week/generosity-week-resources-churches
https://www.carlislediocese.org.uk/stewardship-and-planned-giving/generosity-week/


Literature

• Letter from Vicar

https://www.carlislediocese.org.uk/ste
wardship-and-planned-
giving/generosity-week/



Literature
• Finance Leaflet

https://www.givingingrace.or
g/Review-leaflet

https://www.carlislediocese.
org.uk/stewardship-and-
planned-giving/generosity-
week/

https://www.givingingrace.org/Review-leaflet
https://www.carlislediocese.org.uk/stewardship-and-planned-giving/generosity-week/


Response form

https://www.carlislediocese.org.uk/st
ewardship-and-planned-
giving/generosity-week/

https://www.carlislediocese.org.uk/stewardship-and-planned-giving/generosity-week/


Other resources…

• https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/generosity-
week/generosity-week-resources-churches

• https://www.carlislediocese.org.uk/stewardship-and-planned-giving/generosity-week/

• Eight daily morning prayer services

• Short generosity themed videos

• 40acts 2017: Pete's Story

• 40acts 2019: Seize Your Opportunity

• 40acts 2017: Chuma's Story

• Two midweek group sessions, called ‘Living in Faith: Celebrating Our Legacy’ and 'Living 
Faith: Giving in Community’

• Eight podcasts

• Marketing materials

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/generosity-week/generosity-week-resources-churches
https://www.carlislediocese.org.uk/stewardship-and-planned-giving/generosity-week/
https://www.carlislediocese.org.uk/documents/eight-formal-morning-daily-prayer-services/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A40VfwZEbYg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKCb0vrCSoY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LiBFufjbVFQ
https://cofecarlisle.contentfiles.net/media/documents/document/2021/10/Living_Faith_Celebrating_our_Legacy_Participants_booklet.pdf
https://cofecarlisle.contentfiles.net/media/documents/document/2021/10/Living_Faith_Giving_in_Community_Participants_booklet_0.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/encouraging-generosity/ideas-activating-generosity/generosity-1
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/encouraging-generosity/ideas-activating-generosity/generosity


FAQs

• Cost of Living Crisis

https://www.carlislediocese.org.uk/cost-of-living-crisis/

https://www.carlislediocese.org.uk/cost-of-living-crisis/





