
Community 
businesses in 
churches: The 
benefits of ‘co-
location’ and how 
to do it



Who is Plunkett and what do we 
do…

• Inspiring and empowering 
communities UK-wide for over 
100 years

• Champion and support 
community businesses

• Provide practical advice, 
support and training to help 
community businesses reach 
trading stage and beyond

• Act as a voice in policy on 
behalf of rural community 
businesses
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What are community 

businesses?

Enterprises that are owned and 
run democratically by members 
of the community, on behalf of 
the community

They trade for the benefit of the 
local area with profits going back 
into the business or being used 
to support other local community 
activities 

They are often created to 
address needs and issues that 
exist within a community



The impacts on a 
local community
• Overcoming isolation, 

particularly for elderly and 
those without transport

• Training, employment, young 
people’s training

• Volunteering benefits to the 
individual

• Community cohesion

• Environmental – local 
produce, reduction in 
plastics, etc

• Support hub for those in 
need, e.g. IT provision, food 
banks

• Community activities e.g. 
book exchange, local food 
fairs, art groups, knitting 
groups etc
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Places of Worship Campaign



Benefits of co-locating a 
community business 

within an active place of 
worship

• Protect fabric of the 
building

• Bring communities 
together

• Share running costs

• Strengthen the local 
congregation

• Retain a community hub





Droxford’s Norman 
Church

• Church was at risk as a 
result of a long period 
of lack of maintenance

• Community came 
together to deliver two 
projects – 1. Repair and 
restore the church 2. 
Add an annex café with 
kitchen and toilets

• As run separately from 
the church, access to 
secular funding is 
possible



Siop Gymunedol

Capel Dewi

Community Shop





Broad Chalke United 
Reformed Church – Chalke 
Valley Stores





• Be CLEAR

• Be REALISTIC

• Be HONEST

• Be INCLUSIVE

• Be POSITIVE

• Be ORGANISED

• HOW to get involved

Plunkett’s tips on engaging with 
your community and getting 
volunteers on board



Thank you
Community Businesses in Places of Worship

• Free specialist advice and guidance

• Grants of up to £5,000 available for early stage 
development and feasibility work

info@plunkett.co.uk

01993 630022


