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Our international links remind us that we 
are part of both the worldwide Anglican 
Communion and the wider Christian 
family. It was very moving to spend time 
in Namibia, celebrating the consecration 
of Bishop Patrick, and then journeying 
around the diocese. The challenges of 
being bishop to a population similar to 
ours, but spread over an area the size of 
France, are huge. They value the parish 
links that already exist with places from 
Horwich to Saddleworth. It would be good 
to see more of us building a link, so that 
every Namibian parish has a partner.

My fourth visit to Finland was my longest. 
It gave me a much deeper insight into 
a country that has been controlled by 
Sweden, then taken over by Russia, 
and only independent for a century. 
Having narrowly avoided becoming 
part of the Soviet empire, it looks with 
concern at the behaviour of its large 
and noisy neighbour. Whilst I was there 
young Russian men were fleeing across 
the border to avoid conscription.

Back home, it was very humbling to 
be able to play a part in the events 
surrounding the death of the late Queen, 
though it still feels strange to be talking 
about our monarch as King. Working with 
the Church Commissioners, we’ve been 
able to make funds available to help both 
parishes and clergy cope with this year’s 
fuel price increases, though nobody can 
fully mitigate such a steep rise. Locally, 
we’ve begun the process of finding the 
next Bishop of Bolton. It’s very exciting 
to look at the quality of some of the very 
diverse people who are potential bishops. 
We are hoping for a consecration in June.

2023 will be financially challenging. We 
have not yet recovered from the lockdown 
drop in Parish Income, and hence a drop 
in Parish Share. Whilst we can survive 
some short term deficits, we must find 
a pathway to being able to balance the 
books. Apart from that, I have returned 
to find the diocese in good heart.

The investments we have made, people 
primarily, but supported by money, in 
our Antioch Network, Children Changing 
Places in Bolton, Nelson Street in  
Rochdale and St Werburgh’s in Chorlton, 
are starting to show fruit. The things we 
are learning will help us to understand 
how, by God’s grace, we can strengthen 
many more of our parishes. Meanwhile, 
most of our Mission Community Leaders 
are in place and our new deaneries are 
working hard on their Mission Action Plans. 

It encourages me to hear how things 
have progressed without me, but it’s 
also good to be back and with you all 
on the next steps of our journey to 
be a Church for a Different World.

BISHOP DAVID RETURNS 
FROM HIS SABBATICAL

INNOVATIVE IDEAS 
ON OUR ECO VISIT
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David Walker 
Bishop of Manchester

They say that a change is as good as a rest, and  
my sabbatical was certainly was a period 
of change rather than relaxation. 

In late November, an intrepid group of Eco Champions  
braved the train strikes and journeyed to Liverpool to 
share ideas on how to achieve Eco Church Gold status. 

The group visited Christ Church Toxteth 
Park, a Gold Eco Church in the Diocese 
of Liverpool, to hear their story and 
explore different aspects of church life. 
 
Christ Church has been really creative in 
tackling heating costs in their church. They 
have erected a tent inside their church 
building with an insulated roof where they 
now meet and host a variety of activities. 
The church building itself is large, so it costs 
a lot to heat. The tent means that they 
can keep costs down and attendance up.

They have also set up as a community 
composting site and are campaigning 
for systemic changes such as banking 
reform and an end to fossil fuels.
 
The trip was a real success. The Christ 
Church story told us that it is possible 
to become a Gold Eco Church even with 
a large building that is tough to heat. 

There was real encouragement for 
churches in Diocese of Manchester and we 
have lots of support available for you.

For the latest information and training go 
to www.manchester.anglican.org

Eco Church is a free online award 
scheme for churches in England 
and Wales. The Eco Church scheme 
encourages churches to reduce energy 
use, protect open space and valuable 
natural habitats, reduce our churches’ 
contributions to global warming, keep 
our churches safe and healthy, lessen 
pressure on the local water supply and 
reduce run-off into local waterways. 

It has awards at three levels, bronze, 
silver, and gold, and considers how 
the environment is addressed within 
worship and teaching, buildings 
and land, community and global 
engagement, and lifestyle.
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At the end of January, a service is being held at  
Manchester Cathedral to bid farewell to  
Bishop Mark Ashcroft.  

This ticket-only event is a wonderful 
opportunity to express our gratitude, 
respect and affection for Bishop Mark 
and his wife Sally, as we wish them all 
the very best for their retirement.  

Bishop Mark has served the Diocese for 
30 years, not only as Bishop of Bolton 
for the past six years, but also previously 
as Archdeacon of Manchester, Area Dean 
of North Manchester and Rector of St 
Stephen and Christ Church Harpurhey. 

His ministry has been marked by 
enthusiasm, dedication, wise insight, 
and above all by a deep faithfulness 
to our Lord. Throughout this time he 
has been supported by his wife, Sally, 
who has made her own significant 
contribution to our mission.

We spoke to Revd Canon Dr Chris 
Bracegirdle as he paid tribute to 
his friend and colleague. 

‘I have known Mark for many years,  
right back from when we served as 
incumbents together in the early 90s.  
I have had the pleasure of working  
closely with him throughout our careers.

‘Bishop Mark’s spiritual life, faith and 
relationship with God is at the core of 
who he is. His concern for the vulnerable 
has remained with him no matter the 
role he has taken on, and his care, 
without ever being patronising, has 
been a hallmark of his ministry. 

‘I have always been struck by Bishop 
Mark’s careful preparation for worship 
and the freshness of his teaching, always 
considering the needs of his audience. THANK YOU TO  

BISHOP MARK 

He is a gentle and kind man, 
who values fairness and 
is willing to speak out and 
challenge the status quo. 
He has used each office he 
has held to great effect, 
never to draw attention to 
himself, but to advocate for 
the people he serves.
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When Revd Liz Rowles decided to open up St Paul’s church 
after their Wednesday morning communion service, she 
had no idea how many people would come along. 

St Paul’s in Heaton Moor remains open 
for an extra 90 minutes providing 
residents with a warm, welcoming space, 
refreshments and companionship.

The church has become a hub for all 
ages to enjoy time together; local school 
children with additional needs mix with 
elderly residents from the local care home. 

All supported by volunteers from 
across the community, including a 
local coffee company who provide hot 
drinks and members of the Rotary 
Club who help to run the sessions. 

Rev. Liz said:
 

The Revd Liz said, ‘We have been taken 
completely by surprise. We expected a 
few locals to wander in, but instead we 
have had people of all ages meeting.’

This has also turned into an opportunity 
to grow their congregation. The 
traditional communion service once 
welcomed six regular worshippers but, 
since adding the warm space, that 
number has more than doubled. 

If you have considered opening up 
your church buildings as a warm 
space, Revd Liz offers this advice:

‘Just open up your doors, and you 
will be amazed at the results!’ 

‘We never envisioned the response we 
would get; we now have a hub in the 
church with a real sense of community. 
Excitingly, we also have a whole host 
of ideas coming out of these meetings 
for more community activities. 

‘Please don’t feel like you have to 
have the perfect space. We were 
completely ill-prepared but started 
anyway. We have no disabled toilet and 
very limited kitchen facilities, yet our 
visitors understand and we make the 
very best use of the space available’.

If you are considering opening up your 
own warm space, it’s a good idea to add to 
activities already taking place in church. 

As a reminder, each warm space must be:
• Free 
•  Warm and able to provide 

basic refreshments
• Welcoming and safe

To get more guidance and to register your  
warm space, head to  
www.warmwelcome.uk

A WARM SPACE THAT 
WELCOMES THE WHOLE 
COMMUNITY 

It was so important to me that 
our warmish space was in the 
church itself, so that we could 
welcome people in who had 
never visited us before. It has 
broken down any barriers they 
might have felt about stepping 
into our church and put a 
friendly face to their local vicar.
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Following a six-month long closure for renovations and 
renewal, St Werburgh’s in Chorlton opened its doors once 
again for a joyful carol service. Illustrating its place at 
the heart of the community, locals of all ages gathered 
to celebrate the reopening of the stunning building.

The church has been fully refurbished 
with financial support from the Church 
Commissioners’ Strategic Development 
Fund. This has included turning the 
interior of the church a full 180 degrees, 
creating a new, larger entrance where the 
chancel had once been and moving the 
altar to the opposite end of the building. 
The pews have been replaced with chairs 
that can be moved, so that the seating 
can be altered to suit the occasion.

The church is now an even more inviting 
space with a kitchen counter at the 
back, café tables and a lowered floor to 
create a wheelchair and pram friendly 
route all the way around the building.

The service was well attended, attracting 
many local families with young children 
who came to explore what St. Werburgh’s 
has to offer. The evening included videos 
that told the story of the changes to the 

church throughout the years and during 
the recent building works. Confetti was 
released during the final hymn, much 
to the delight of the congregation.

The Revd James Neal who leads the 
church alongside his wife, Emily said:

St Werburgh’s is a Resource Church, an 
initiative that seeks to revitalise churches 
by engaging with the local community 
and growing the congregation. Resource 
churches also seek to develop new leaders 
who can later plant new churches or bring 
their energy to support other churches.

 

CELEBRATIONS AS  
ST WERBURGH’S REOPENS
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We are so thankful for this 
space; it was great to celebrate 
its reopening and the birth 
of Jesus. It was an evening 
of joy, hope, celebration, 
food and fizz and we loved 
being able to welcome so 
many from our community. 
The project has allowed us to 
make the space accessible, 
welcoming and repurposed 
for a new, exciting future.
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A LIFE CHANGED BY JESUS  
 
‘I was in a dark, lonely place for many 
years, and alcohol had destroyed my 
faith, hope and was destroying me and 
my family. In 2017 I found Oldhams 
Church and my relationship with Jesus. 
I haven’t touched a drop of alcohol 
since. A true miracle from God.’

Six years on, Jenny is now an active 
member of Oldhams church. She has 
completed bible courses including 
Alpha and M:power, helps run the 
community café and has recently 
trained as an Authorised Lay Minister. 

Her experiences have led her to 
help others through a bible-based 
recovery programme called ‘Celebrate 
Recovery’. Jenny co-runs the women’s 
group helping others suffering with 
addiction to overcome the disease.

The future is bright for Jenny 
and her next goal is to train as a 
Christian counsellor; she is working 
on her level 3 counselling course 
and assisting with prison chaplaincy 
work. Jenny’s compassion, empathy 
and love of Jesus shines out of her 
as she goes about this work.

Our estate churches, working out of 
our community centres and other 
public buildings, are able to reach 
out to local people, sharing Jesus’ 
message. The work they carry out 
makes a real difference to the lives 
of local people and Jenny’s story is a 
testament to the support they can offer. 

‘In my early twenties I fell into a fun, 
party lifestyle, but this soon crossed an 
invisible line, and I became addicted 
to alcohol. I relied on drinking to get 
me through the day. To the outside 
world, I was coping; going to work 
and taking my children to school. But 
behind closed doors I was struggling. 

‘After a heavy weekend of drinking I had 
reached a really low place; looking in the 
mirror I could see nothing but darkness. 

‘That same Sunday I received a text 
message from our local vicar’s wife 
Amy, inviting me to a barbeque. I 
replied to say that I couldn’t as I 
was an alcoholic. These were words 
I’d never even uttered to my own 
family, but I felt desperate for help.’

The kindness shown by Amy and 
her husband Ben, the vicar at the 
planted church in Oldhams estate, was 
immediate. They welcomed Jenny and 
her children into their home offering 
practical and emotional support. 

‘Ben helped me to see that Jesus was 
there for me and I didn’t need to look 
for love in the wrong places. As I sat and 
prayed, pleading for God to help me, I 
physically felt a huge weight lifting off 
my shoulders. This experience was the 
start of a transformation in my life. 

As a young mum who had fled an abusive relationship,  
Jenny found herself on a destructive path of alcohol  
and drug abuse.
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I had always felt that church 
was a peaceful place and had a 
feeling of coming home when 
stepping through the doors, 
but I didn’t feel worthy of God’s 
love. The people at our local 
planted church on Oldhams 
estate, Bolton, showed me 
that God loves me no matter 
what I had done in the past.
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The reopening of the church comes after 
years of painstaking work to restore and 
enhance the 149-year-old building. The 
original design of the church has been 
retained, but with a light, modern twist.

The Revd Canon Falak Sher was 
licensed as Incumbent of The Ascension 
during this special service. 

He said, ‘The presence of the church at 
the heart of the community is uplifting 
for the people of Lower Broughton. 
I am very pleased to be able to 
serve the people of God here.’

The church also has a brand-new organ 
and even under floor heating, offering a 
welcome warm space for the congregation. 

The Church of the Ascension is 
Anglo-Catholic by tradition and 
affiliated to Forward in Faith.

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
OPEN AGAIN FOR WORSHIP
The rededication of The Church of the Ascension in Lower 
Broughton was a joyful event, and so well attended that it was 
standing room only. Locals turned out to visit the revitalised 
building that had been rebuilt following a devastating fire.

When I came and saw this, I 
could only see the scaffolding. 
I can only see the ground. I 
could only see the mess. So I 
thought twice. Then I heard the 
echo. So it is God’s blessing that 
among this new developed area, 
we got this brand new church.
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WALK IN THE  
FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS

We asked Bishop David about his 
experience of pilgrimage in 2017:

‘There is nothing that can replicate the 
experience of visiting Jerusalem, a place 
that has been full of worship for so 
many centuries and the place where the 
Psalms were first recited in the temple. 
To be among the people; the successors 
of those who lived in biblical times. 

‘Taking part in a pilgrimage was moving. 
It was life changing. And it was really 
important to do it with others, not just as 
an individual, but to be part of a group 
from our diocese. Sharing our journey 
together, understanding our experiences, 
and then coming back to bring that into 
the life of the Diocese in Manchester.

‘So please do think hard about whether 
you’re able to come and be with us on 
this next pilgrimage. I know that if you 
do come, you’ll find it a very worthwhile 
experience. I look forward to seeing you’.

To find out more about the trip 
and review the itinerary, please 
head to www.lightline.org.uk 

You are invited to join us on a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land led by the Rt Revd  
David Walker, Bishop of Manchester. 

All are welcome; it will be a life-
changing experience for anyone who 
wants to learn more about themselves 
and their faith. You can sign up alone 
or get a few people together from 
your church; either way you will be 
sure to find yourself in good company 
for the journey of a lifetime.

Bishop David explains, ‘We will 
travel together as pilgrims, 
building understanding and 
friendships across our diocese. 
Our travels through the Holy Land will 
introduce us to the landscape that 
shaped Jesus, and teach us to read the 

Gospels with fresh eyes as we stand 
on the shore of Lake Galilee, or the 
Mount of the Transfiguration, or walk 
through the streets of Jerusalem. 

‘We will meet Christians, Jews and 
Muslims who live in a constant climate 
of rivalry and fear. I invite you to come 
prepared to be changed by what you 
see, and what you will discuss with fellow 
pilgrims and local people. Expect to be 
inspired and angered by the situations 
and contrasts that confront you.
We will travel in the spirit of the 
disciples on the Emmaus Road, whose 
lives were turned around by their 
encounter with the risen Christ’.

Are you looking for an adventure? An opportunity 
to deepen your faith with like-minded Christians?
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It was life changing for me to 
be able to tread in the footsteps 
of Jesus, to look at places 
that He would have seen. 
Seeing the scenery in Galilee, 
taking a trip on the lake in a 
boat and imagining what it 
was like for Him and the first 
disciples. That really put me 
in touch with the roots of our 
faith in a way that I’d never 
really appreciated before.
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